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MISSOULA—
It was a catch-up year for University of Montana trackster Geoff Grassle.
The good thing about it was that he not only caught up, but did it in a 
grandiose style.
Ineligible to compete during the indoor track season because of school, Grassle 
had to take 21 units during the winter quarter to be eligible this spring. He 
also had only a few days to train before the first meet of the outdoor season.
His hard work in school and on the track paid off recently at the Big Sky 
Conference track meet in Boise, Idaho. The 5-9, 145-pounder from Rochester, 
Minnesota, placed 4th in the 100 (10.93) and 5th in the 200 (21.52) in the 
always-competitive conference finale.
Going into the meet the 20-year-old sophomore was ranked in the top 10 in 
both events but not in the top six, where points are scored. His point-getting 
finishes in the sprints, plus his leg on the Grizzlies' 440-relay team, which placed 
5th, are three reasons why UM track coach Marshall Clark is glad Grassle (pronounced 
GRASS-LEE) will be around for two more years.
"I think Geoff has to be the biggest pleasant surprise for the season," said 
Clark. He missed the indoor season; plus he had to carry 21 units to be eligible 
to compete. He ran consistently well for us. He is one of the people on our 
team who I thought performed to capacity."
-over-
Grass!e said he became interested in track his sophomore year at John 
Marshall High School in Rochester because of his track coaches there, Snuffy 
Williams and Ron Warner.
He was one of the fastest sprinters in Rochester by his junior year, running 
a 10.0 in the 100 and a 21.9 220, and leading the Big Nine Conference.
The following year, his last as a prep, Grassle moved with his parents to 
Missoula. He then attended Hellgate High School where, under the tutelage of Ron 
Jones, he once again found success. He had the fastest times in the state 
(9.8 in the 100 and 21.7 in the 220) going into the state meet, finishing a 
disappointing 4th in the 100 and 2nd in the 220. His 21.6 clocking in the 220 set 
a state record in that event.
As a freshman at UM, "I was kind of shot down," Grassle said. He placed 7th 
in the 100 and 8th in the 200 in the Big Sky meet. "I thought I would do better," 
he reflected, "but at least everything kind of came together this year."
Grassle is from a family of sprinters. His father (Wally) ran for the 
University of Minnesota, his brother Gary will run JC track in Minnesota next year, 
and his younger brother Grant, a sophomore at Hellgate, "should be faster than I 
am," Geoff said.
Geoff was only about half-a-second off an NCAA qualifying mark (20.95) in the 
200 meters, and he said with different training he should qualify for the event 
next season.
I talked to Marshall, and he said I should start running the 400 and that 
will make the 200 a lot easier," Grassle said. "Personally, I think I can make the 
NCAAs in the 200. The additional strength I'll pick up from running the longer
race (he will also run on UM's mile-relay team next season) will make me that much 
stronger for the 200."
With better conditioning he can make the NCAA qualifying mark," agreed Clark. 
"He has the ability to do it."
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-more-
Next year Grassle will have the indoor season in which to compete in and he K 
be ready by the time the outdoor season (late March) begins.
"I could have done better this year at the Big Sky," said the confident 
Grassle; "but, I'm not worried--I've got two more years."
Now that he's all caught up the (Big) Sky is the limit.
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